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should seek guidance from the General Coun-
sel. The USEC General Counsel, on my be-
half, has consulted with the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics on this waiver and will provide
them a copy of it.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM J. RAINER,

Chairman, Board of Directors.

SALUTE TO JOHNS HOPKINS
HOSPITAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TANCREDO). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CUMMINGS) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Johns Hopkins
Hospital located in my district in Bal-
timore, Maryland for its recently an-
nounced number one ranking among
the Nation’s hospitals.

Treating nearly 600,000 patients per
year, Johns Hopkins Medicine has been
recognized for more than a century as
a leading center for patient care, med-
ical research, and teaching. The insti-
tution, which includes a hospital and
health system and the School of Medi-
cine, is noted for its excellent faculty
and staff covering every aspect of med-
icine, its two world class medical cam-
puses, and multiple outreach programs
for regional, national and international
patient activities.

The flagship of this institution,
Johns Hopkins Hospital, is a 1,025-bed
facility and encompasses renowned
centers such as the Brady Urological
Institute, the Wilmer Eye Institute,
the Johns Hopkins Comprehensive Can-
cer Center, and the Johns Hopkins
Children’s Center.

For the 10th straight year, the hos-
pital has placed first on the annual
U.S. News and World Report magazine
hospital ranking. The rankings are
based on three factors: reputation,
mortality, and aspects of treatment
such as technology and nursing care.
Among 17 medical specialties evalu-
ated, Hopkins ranked in the top 10 in 16
of them, including number one in ear,
nose, throat, gynecological services,
urology, and eye care. Further, 41
Johns Hopkins Hospital doctors were
recognized in an American Health Mag-
azine survey as among the best in the
United States, more than any other
medical center in the Nation.

Most significant to me, however, is
Hopkins’ commitment to Baltimore
and the worldwide community. This in-
stitution has a sense of obligation and
social responsibility that finds its
foundation in instructions by its found-
er and benefactor. Over a century ago,
the Baltimore merchant Johns Hopkins
wrote to his trustees, and I quote, ‘‘The
indigent of this city and its environs,
without regard to sex, age or color,
shall be received into this hospital.’’

In recent years, Hopkins has followed
this commitment with the incorpora-
tion of the historic East Baltimore
Community Action Coalition, better
known as HEBCAC. It is a coalition
formed among Baltimore City, the

State of Maryland, Hopkins and the
neighborhood to improve housing, at-
tract new business, and offer social
services to the 47,500 residents of East
Baltimore, 43 percent of whom live in
poverty. HEBCAC was part of the city’s
successful bid to become a Federal em-
powerment zone and secure $34 million
from the Federal Government for phys-
ical rehabilitation of the neighborhood.

After more than a year of working
closely with the East Baltimore com-
munity to identify their health con-
cerns, Johns Hopkins also committed
$4.5 million over a period of 5 years to
establish an Urban Health Institute to
tackle the vexing health problems that
plague the community. The Institute
brings together a wide range of Hop-
kins health experts, community lead-
ers, business leaders, clergy and State
and local agencies to forge a partner-
ship that will first identify the most
pressing health issues and then develop
the best methods, including research,
education and community outreach to
address these problems.

Health priorities identified by the
community that the institute is ex-
pected to address include substance
abuse, violence, sexually transmitted
diseases, HIV/AIDS, cardiovascular dis-
ease, pulmonary disease, environ-
mental health, the elderly, and family
maternal and child health services.

In my stead as a Member of this
body, my focus is to create a livable
community in my district of Baltimore
as well as throughout the Nation. I be-
lieve that all Americans, regardless of
race, ethnicity and social economic
status, deserve livable communities
where they feel safe, where their chil-
dren can obtain a quality education,
and where they have access to quality
health care. All must share equitably
in this American dream.

Johns Hopkins is truly making an ef-
fort to ensure that Baltimoreans and
persons around the world are able to
realize this dream by providing the
kind of patient care that will allow
them to live fruitful and productive
lives. The hospital’s commitment to
medical excellence and to serving this
community are deserving of recogni-
tion; and today, I salute Johns Hopkins
Hospital for these efforts.

Congratulations to Johns Hopkins
for being named the number one among
hospitals and certainly a premier serv-
ant to our Nation’s patients.

COURAGE OVER CAUTION—WE
MUST HAVE PEACE IN THE MID-
DLE EAST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, in less than 48 hours, one of
the most historic and, I believe, one of
the most important meetings will take
place just a few miles away from the
Capitol of the United States of Amer-
ica, and that is the gathering of Presi-

dent Clinton, Prime Minister Barak
and President Arafat on deliberating
on peace in the Mideast.

Let me salute all three of these gen-
tlemen and particularly let me applaud
the leadership of President William
Jefferson Clinton. Many might offer to
say that there is nothing else that he
could do. Why should he not hold this
summit? It is a win-win situation for
him in the short time that he has to
lead this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, peace is never easy. I
think it is important to realize the
leap of faith that is being taken by all
three of these heads of nations. Camp
David will be a very serious place; and,
for many Americans, I believe it is im-
portant to focus our attention, our
hearts and our minds on an effort to
bring about peace to a region that has
had 52 years of bloody conflicts. For
more than half a century, there has
been no peace in the Middle East.

I want to applaud the Prime Minister
of Israel who realizes that he is on very
dangerous ground. Already, three of
the six of his coalition members have
broken away and resigned because of
its efforts to seek peace. Many have
said he is fragilely kept in government,
that no one will support him, and that
there is no guarantee that he will re-
main as prime minister or head of gov-
ernment of the country of Israel. But I
salute him for his words that he comes
here with a profound sense of responsi-
bility and, as well, to acknowledge that
he has a mandate from the voters, the
citizens of Israel to do all that he can
to establish peace, not for those of us
who live and those of us who are adults
responsible for ourselves, but for the
children and for those yet not born.

He is willing to consider giving 90
percent of the West Bank to the Pal-
estinians; he is willing to consider
some answer to the problem of Jeru-
salem running some part thereof. The
details are not all present, but he is
willing to discuss the status of Jeru-
salem. He is willing as well to allow a
small number of Palestinians, so it has
been reported, to return to what is
today Israel. Yes, we must answer the
question of the Palestinians who con-
tinuously view parts of Jerusalem or
Jerusalem as having a religious signifi-
cance to them. Jerusalem has a reli-
gious significance to all of us of many
faiths from around this world. We must
find a way to solve the problem with a
respect for all and dignity for all and
peace for the world.

Mr. Speaker, I believe it is important
that once this peace agreement comes
to fruition, that we look at an inter-
national peacekeeping contingent, as
has been suggested by the Palestinians.
Yes, as Secretary Albright has already
stated, this is an effort of high stakes.
It is an effort that hopefully will avoid
the tragedy of death of a young Pales-
tinian mother and child experiencing
the wrong turn at the wrong time, and
they met their death during some
bloody conflict just a few days ago.
Apologies were offered by the Govern-
ment of Israel, but how many more will
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